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Owen Lattimore, who has spent many years in Asia and is a
very competent observer, wrote:
"It is the importance of Asia which makes this war a
watershed. Asia was for several centuries an area in which
political history and the economic fate of hundreds of
millions of people were determined by things that happened
somewhere outside of Asia. We have now crossed over into
a period in which things happening in Asia, opinions formed
in Asia, and decisions made in Asia, will largely determine
the course of events elsewhere in the world."1
An important point for the political geographer is that
population pressure in Asia has become chronic at a time when
large areas of the earth's surface, particularly those under
European control but outside that continent, are undeveloped
or, at best, underdeveloped. Further, the internal organizations
of India, China, Indonesia, Japan, Burma, Siam and Indo-
China are simultaneously passing through a phase of critical
change. As Professor Fleure2 reminds us:
" . . . the traditionalist life necessitates a minimum of
large-scale organization, and the peoples of these lands
have been very helpless in face of more highly organized
outsiders, even when weapons only indirectly came into
consideration. The Chinese in the nineteenth century were
described as the least governed civilized people in the
world/'
The devastating civil wars in China, the Indonesian demand
for political independence, the resistance encountered by the
French authorities in their Asiatic territories and the newly-
acquired dominion status of India and Pakistan are visible
evidence of the wishes of Asiatic peoples to find their own
political salvation. These changes, concerning as they do over
half the world's population, may result in transformations of
national economic and political structures, but there will remain
1 O. Lattimore, Solution in Asia, London, 1945, p. i.
1 H. J. Fleure, Some Problems of Society and Environment, London, 1947, p. 9.